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INTRODUCTION 
Youth and families are the backbone of Salt Lake City and one of the Mayor's 
responsibilities is to ensure the welfare of Salt Lake City residents. Luz will 
focus on our children and our families to empower our city and its people. 
This not only involves standard city policies; it also requires bold leadership in 
the area of education.  
 
While our schools are largely funded through the Utah State Legislature and 
directed by the Salt Lake City School District, the Mayor’s Office should see 
our students, teachers and schools as some of our city’s greatest assets and 
that should require us to explore every avenue of coordination and 
collaboration. 
 
This plan outlines a number of steps Luz Escamilla intends to take if elected 
Mayor of Salt Lake City. 
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INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE 
A key area the Mayor’s Office can work to assist youth and families is to 
develop strategic partnerships to help fund key programs that will benefit our 
children and our families. This includes: 
 

• Prenatal & Early Childhood Care and Education. Our city should invest 
in prenatal and early childhood care to provide a healthy beginning for 
many Salt Lake City families. Other cities have shown this is not only 
possible, it has a very high return on investment. 
  

• Childcare for City Employees. Affordable, high-quality childcare is 
critical for working parents and, as Mayor, Luz will introduce a childcare 
program for city employees to help our families maintain structure in 
their busy lives.  

 
• Parenting Workshops. Luz will also further education programs for 

parents and further the city's community learning center model to 
advance adult learning opportunities and make our families stronger.  

 
 

LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATION 
On education, the mayor has an important leadership role to play. Luz has a 
long record of advocacy and action on early childhood education, after school 
programs, child healthcare, and anti-bullying measures. The Mayor’s Office 
should be an advocate for our SLC Schools and a partner with our Salt Lake 
City School District Administration and School Board. This includes: 
 

• Counselors, Nurses and Access to Healthcare. As mayor, Luz wants 
to provide counselors, nurses, and access to healthcare in our Salt Lake 
City schools. This can be done through public-private partnerships that 
Luz has the experience developing.  

 
• Childcare and High-Quality Pre-K. Through investments and 

partnerships with community organizations, we can bring childcare and 
high-quality, pre-k education to westside neighborhoods, which is 
where the majority of our children and single-parent households are 
located. The city can also leverage city-owned property to house new 
high-quality, pre-K initiatives. 
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• After School Programming. Luz will also enhance our current evidence-
based, high-quality, after school programs to ensure the welfare and 
education of our children outside of school hours. Luz will work to 
increase funding for direct services, such as Youth City Government, 
and other community-based programs, such as those at the Sorenson 
Multi-Purpose Center. Luz has a strong record supporting after school 
programs in the Utah State Senate and will continue that record as 
Mayor. 

 
• Safe Campuses. Our city must also improve public safety to ensure 

students have safe spaces throughout our city, which includes 
protecting students in our schools and on our college campuses. Luz 
will continue work with the newly formed Salt Lake City Commission 
Against Violence to engage students and residents across the city. 

 
• Ending the School-to-Prison Pipeline. We must continue to have a 

“continuous improvement” mindset with the recently passed and 
adopted Memorandum of Understanding between the Salt Lake City 
Police Department and Salt Lake City School District on the roles of 
School Resource Officers (SROs) in SLC Schools. We must work to 
mitigate the contributing factors that have led us to where we are and 
find better interventions that keep our kids in schools.  

 
 

BUILDING COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
While the Mayor’s Office must work to create and maintain a positive, 
collaborative and working relationship with the Salt Lake City School District 
Administration and School Board, it must also work to build community 
support for our SLC Schools. Together, we will make Salt Lake City the 
education destination our capital city should be. 
 
Collaborative Businesses. The Mayor’s Office can work with and recruit new 
businesses to Salt Lake City to foster greater volunteer efforts in SLC Schools 
and increase financial support to the Salt Lake City School District Education 
Foundation.  
 
Advocating Together. Using Youth City Government or new youth and 
student advisory councils, we can leverage the collaboration between the Salt 
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Lake City School District School Board, the Salt Lake Education Association, 
the City Council, the Mayor’s Office, and Salt Lake City’s legislators to better 
advocate together at the Utah State Legislature. Our combined advocacy 
efforts can better advance our city’s priorities in terms of education initiatives, 
highlighting important issues, and pressing for greater funding.  
 
 

CITY PRIORITIES THAT IMPACT FAMILIES 
The policies that affect our working families in Salt Lake City also have a 
direct impact on our SLC Schools, our teachers and even our student’s 
performance.  
 

• Affordable Housing. Building on her comprehensive plan for affordable 
housing, Luz will work to establish affordable housing options for 
teachers and district employees, similar to what has been done in the 
past for police and firefighters, along with greater housing options for 
families. 

 
Neighborhood Investments. The city should make substantial investments 
where kids live, most of whom live on the westside. Infrastructure (e.g. 
sidewalks, lighting, crosswalks) goes a long way for the quality of life and 
safety of our communities and our children. We can also implement best 
practices that improve westside communities through reinvestment with 
accountability measures to mitigate gentrification.  
 
 

### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luz has the record of fighting for children, students, women and families. She 
has the experience building coalitions to get things done. Luz is the champion 
our youth and families need in Salt Lake City.  
 
More information can be found on luzformayor.com.  


